
Overview:

This exhibition features an early first edition of Los

Caprichos, a set of eighty etchings by Spanish artist Fran-

cisco de Goya y Lucientes published in 1799. It is one of

the most influential series of graphic images in the history

of Western art.

Enigmatic and controversial, Los Caprichos was created

in a time of social repression and economic crisis in

Spain. Influenced by Enlightenment thinking, Goya set

out to analyze the human condition and denounce social

abuses and superstitions. Los Caprichos was his passion-

ate declaration that the chains of social backwardness had

to be broken if humanity was to advance. The series at-

tests to the artist's political liberalism and to his revulsion

at ignorance and intellectual oppression, mirroring his

ambivalence toward authority and the church. 

Los Caprichos deals with such themes as the Spanish In-

quisition, the corruption of the church and the nobility,

witchcraft, child rearing, avarice, and the frivolity of

young women. Its subhuman cast includes goblins,

monks, aristocrats, procuresses, prostitutes, and animals

acting like human fools; these personages

populate a world on the margins of reason,

where no clear boundaries distinguish reality

from 

fantasy.

HigHligHts:

List of Works to be included:

� Goya: LOS CAPRICHOS, 1799 - 80 etchings

� Goya: LOS CAPRICHOS, later editions - 

4 etchings 

� Goya: Los Desastres de la Guerra -1 etching 

� Goya: Los Proverbios - 1 etching 

� Goya: La Tauromaquia - 1 etching 

� Goya: After Velazquez - 2 etchings

� Edward Hagedorn: Se Repulen - 1 drawing

� Enrique Chagoya: Return to the Caprichos 

series - 8 etchings

� 2 antique maps of Spain
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Overview:

Forty rare “before steel facing” etchings by the 20th century

master, Pablo Picasso, are featured in a new exhibition. The Pi-

casso engravings in the exhibition were done between 1966 and

1971 are rare “before steel facing” proofs. They are early

proofs printed long before their respective editions were pulled,

and are richer in contrast than the regular editions. They were

kept by Picasso for his personal collection in the course of cre-

ating his 60, 156 and 347 Series. 

Picasso follows Rembrandt, Durer and Goya, in extending and

developing the etching tradition. Etching was the favorite print-

making method of these masters, and was especially favored by

Picasso. Picasso’s principal biographer, John Richardson, de-

scribes the themes of Picasso’s late drawings and prints as fol-

lows: “As a result of an ulcer operation in November 1965,

Picasso had given up traveling and become something of a re-

cluse. Except for his wife Jacqueline, her daughter Catherine,

the Bresnus [his chauffeur and the chauffeur’s spouse] and a

few professional associates (notably the Crommelynck brothers

who worked on his prints), he saw very few people. To extend

the cast of characters in his imagery, Picasso was

obliged to invoke figures from his past as well as

from his pantheon of favorite painters.  Hence, for-

mer mistresses, Barcelona whores, harlequins and

circus folk from the Rose period rub shoulders with

personages from the work of Raphael, Rembrandt,

Goya, Ingres, Degas and van Gogh, and sometimes

the artists themselves.” 

It is a testament to Picasso’s love of printmaking that

he created a plethora of prints in his final years. The

breadth and depth of Picasso’s expression in these

etchings is representative of his importance as not only

the preeminent 20th century master, but also as the

artist who more than any other assumed the mantle of

Western aesthetic traditions by absorbing and then

combining those traditions into a new modernity. 

HigHligHts:

Contents: 40 etchings 

Supplemental: text panel, 
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pABlO pICASSO: 

EtChINGS 1966-1971

EtChINGS OF lOVE ANd dESIRE 


